Monster Novel Questions
Directions:  Write an answer to each question on a separate sheet of paper.  All answers must be written in complete sentences.  You also must fully explain all of your answers (WHY do you think that?  HOW do you know that?)

Pages 1-19

1. Identify the narrator and tell how old he is.  Where is he and how long has he been there?  How does he feel about his life at this point?

2. Why does he decide to make a movie?  What would you do in a similar situation?

3. Why does the narrator name his movie script Monster?

4. Of what crime is Steve accused?  What reflects the seriousness of his circumstances?

5. What is the purpose of fear? Can it help us or only hurt us?

Pages 20-23

1. What is the exact nature of the crime and who is accused of participating in the actual robbery and murder?  What is the role Steve allegedly played?

2. Why are cigarettes a key issue for the prosecution?

3. What is Zinzi’s reason for informing?  How do both Briggs and O’Brien cast doubt on his testimony?  If you were a juror, would you believe him?

4. What is the purpose of the flashback on pp. 41-43?
Pages 45-58
1. Summarize Steve’s feelings about jail.  How would you feel if you were Steve?

2. Identify Bolden and tell what you learn about him from the testimony.

3. What do you learn from the flashback on pp. 49-51?  Why do you think this is important to the plot?

4. If you were a juror, what impact would Bolden’s testimony have on you?

Pages 59-88

1. Why does Steve think the prosecution calls on witnesses such as Zinzi and Bolden?

2. Explain Steve’s dream.  Why do you think this is significant?

3. Note the commonality of events in the midst of Steve’s life/death trial (pp. 65-66).  Explain a time in your life when you resented “life as usual” when you were experiencing personal trauma.

4. Summarize Detective Karyl’s testimony.

5. How did the detective trace the crime to Bobo Evans, James King, and Steve Harmon?

6. Why does O’Brien say the trial could be going better?

7. Identify Osvaldo Cruz and summarize his incriminating testimony.  Would you believe him?  Why or why not?

Pages 89-113

1. Summarize Steve’s journal entry on pp. 89-98.  What impact do you think the trial has on the junior high students who attend?

2. What effect do the pictures of the crime scene have on Steve?  Why does Steve think O’Brien shows the pictures to him?

3. What roles did Osvaldo and Steve allegedly play in the crime?

4. *What choice does Briggs say Osvaldo has been given by the prosecutor?  What impression of Osvaldo do you have based on his testimony?

5. What does O’Brien reveal about Osvaldo during her cross-examination of him?  What effect does this have on at least one juror?

6. *Explain why you do or do not think Steve’s father believes in his innocence.

7. Activity:  Find a newspaper or magazine article about teen gangs.  What is similar about those gangs to what Osvaldo reveals about the Diablos?  What is different?  How is this similar or different to what you know about gangs?

Pages 115-126
1. How does O’Brien think the case is going for Steve?  Why?

2. Explain how Steve first hears public news about the crime and the effect it has on him.

3. give the details of the crime according to the newscaster.

4. What impact does Steve’s predicament have on his family?  Refer to his father’s visit in jail and the effect of his arrest on his mother and brother.  How would your family react in a similar situation?

5. Complete the following: GUILT is… INNOCENCE is…

Pages 127-151
1. What “cheap trick” does Petrocelli use?  What effect do you think this will have on the jurors?

2. Why does Steve feel he loses his identity in jail?  Identify a time in your life when you felt you were losing your own identity.

3. According to his journal entry, what causes Steve to get involved with the others in planning the robbery?

4. What was the ultimate cause of Nesbitt’s death?

5. Explain Steve’s conversation with O’Brien and why he is troubled.

6. How does Steve view guilt?  Explain why you agree or disagree with him.

7. Explain what happens when Steve’s mother visits him and the effect it has on Steve.

8. Activity: Write a poem about LONELINESS.

Pages 153-171

1. Explain Steve’s analysis of why there are so many fights in jail.

2. What is ironic about Steve’s being in jail?

3. What is Lorelle Henry’s role for the prosecution?  How would you evaluate the impact of her testimony?

4. How does Briggs attempt to discredit Henry’s testimony?

5. Why does Lorelle Henry have trouble testifying?

6. Activity:  Write a letter from Steve to Jerry after Jerry visits him outside the jail (at least two paragraphs).

Pages 172-200

1. Why is Bobo Evans’ appearance in the courtroom prejudicial?  What is the judge’s reaction to the defense counsel’s objection?
2. *Where is Bobo Evans incarcerated?  For how long?  What are other crimes for which he has been arrested?  Do you think his testimony is valid?  Why or why not?

3. Describe and interpret Bobo’s account of the crime.  Does he imply the shooting was intentional or accidental?

4. *How does Briggs portray Bobo?  Explain why you do or do not agree with him.
Pages 201-214

1. What does O’Brien hope to do for Steve’s defense?  What does Briggs hope to do for King’s defense?

2. Explain how Steve feels after Bobo’s testimony and why he feels this way.

3. Who does Briggs call as King’s first defense witness?  What is her testimony?  Do you think she is an effective witness?

4. Why is George Nipping called to testify?  Explain why you think his testimony will or will not help King’s defense.

Pages 215-237

1. What does O’Brien advise Steve to do?  Do you think her advice is valid?  Why or why not?

2. Summarize Steve’s testimony.  Explain whether or not you think the jury will believe him.

3. Why isn’t Briggs going to put King on the stand in his own defense?

4. According to O’Brien, when do closing arguments win court cases?  Why do you think she says this?

5. What is Steve’s view of the truth?  What are the inmates’ views?

6. What two key points must be refuted if Steve has a chance to be acquitted?

7. What is Steve’s alibi for the day of the crime?  Do you think this will or will not convince the jury of his innocence?  Explain your answer.

Pages 238-253

1. How does Briggs characterize Bobo Evans?

2. List at least five key points from Briggs’ summation.

3. List at least five key points from O’Brien’s summation.

4. Activity:  Write a note Steve’s mother might write to him during recess of the trial after O’Brien’s summation. (At least 2 paragraphs)
Pages 254-281

1. List at least five key points from Petrocelli’s summation for the prosecution.

2. Explain why you think Steve’s movie script shows George Washington’s portrait, the New York state and American flags, the motto over the judge’s desk, and the wall mural in the courtroom.

3. Explain what happens to each of the characters who are involved in the crime:  Steve Harmon, James King, Bobo Evans, Osvaldo Cruz.

4. What does Steve do following his acquittal?  Why is this significant?

5. Explain what you think O’Brien sees when she looks at Steve.
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