The Three Methods of Persuasion and Argument
When you consider all of the various actions that someone can take in order to persuade you of something or that you can take to persuade someone else of something, you will probably find that all of these actions can be classified into one of three major groups, which correspond with the three points of the rhetorical triangle. These three groups were first identified by the ancient Greeks; therefore, they are called by Greek names.  Fortunately, we have some English equivalents for them.





Logos – Logic,
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Facts, Reason
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         The Shape of Your
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          Communications


Ethos – Character,



Pathos - Emotion



Trust, Ethics

Logos

The Greek word “logos” means logic or reason, and it is the root from which our word “logic” came as well as words like geology or biology.  Logos corresponds with the topic of the writing, and it is concerned with the facts and the way in which they interact.  We can use the English word “logic” to identify logos.  The best question to ask regarding this method of persuasion is “What sense does it make?”

When you tell your teacher that you should receive an ‘A’ on the assignment because you do better work than anyone else, you are using logos.

Ethos

The Greek word “ethos” is the root for our word ethics. Ethos corresponds with the writer, and it is concerned with the way in which the writer is perceived by the audience.  The best words to use as synonyms for ethos are probably “character,” or “trust.”  The key question to ask when considering ethos is “Do I trust this writer?”

When you carefully practice the words that you will say when you ask the teacher for that ‘A’ on the assignment and you dress particularly well that day, you are using ethos.

Pathos

“Pathos” in Greek, means suffering, but the best word we can substitute is probably “emotion.”  “Pathos” is the root for words such as “pathetic,” “pathologist,” and “psychopath.”  Pathos corresponds with the audience and is concerned with the emotion responses of the audience to the writing. The key question here is “How is the audience moved by this?”

When you tell the teacher how difficult it is for you to get along with your parents when you do not get ‘A’s’ on assignments, then you are using pathos.

((PERSUASION, THEN, IS AN ART THAT EXPRESSES A PERSON’S OR INSTITUTIONS’S OPINION AND TRIES TO MAKE ITS AUDIENCE AGREE WITH THE STAND TAKEN, CHANGE OPINION OF OTHERS, AND SOMETIMES TAKE ACTION.

((AN OPINION CAN BE SUPPORTED WITH TWO KINDS OF DETAIL: APPEALS TO REASON AND APPEALS TO EMOTION.  TO APPEAL TO REASON, FACTS, STATISTICS, EXPERT OPINIONS AND EXAMPLES VALIDATE A PARTICULAR POSITION.  TO APPEAL TO EMOTION, WORDS THAT GENERATE STRONG POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE RESPONSES ARE USED.

((OPINION WILL OFTEN BE DESIGNED TO APPEAL TO REASON, ETHICS, AND EMOTION ALL IN THE SAME PIECE OF PERSUASIVE WRITING.

From here on, let women kill their own spiders

BY DAVE BARRY

Aug. 21, 2005

(This classic Dave Barry column was originally published on Feb. 14, 1999.)

From time to time, I receive letters from a certain group of individuals

that I will describe, for want of a better term, as ''women.'' I have such a letter here, from a Susie Walker, of North Augusta, S.C., who asks the following question:

'Why do men open a drawer and say, `Where is the spatula?' Instead of, you know, looking for it?''

This question expresses a commonly held (by women) negative stereotype about guys of the male gender, which is that they cannot find things around the house, especially things in the kitchen. Many women believe that if you want to hide something from a man, all you have to do is put it in plain sight in the refrigerator, and he will never, ever find it, as evidenced by the fact that a man can open a refrigerator containing 463 pounds of assorted meats, poultry, cold cuts, condiments, vegetables, frozen dinners, snack foods, desserts, etc., and ask, with no irony whatsoever, ``Do we have anything to eat?''

Now, I COULD respond to this stereotype in a snide manner by making generalizations about women. I could ask, for example, how come your average woman prepares for virtually every upcoming event in her life, including dental appointments, by buying new shoes, even if she already owns as many pairs as the entire Riverdance troupe. I could point out that, if there were no women, there would be no such thing as Leonardo DiCaprio. I could ask why a woman would walk up to a perfectly innocent man who is minding his own business watching basketball and demand to know if a certain pair of pants makes her butt look too big, and then, no matter what he answers, get mad at him. I could ask why, according to the best scientific estimates, 93 percent of the nation's severely limited bathroom-storage space is taken up by decades-old, mostly empty tubes labeled ''moisturizer.'' I could point out that, to judge from the covers of countless women's magazines, the two topics most interesting to women are (1) Why men are all disgusting pigs, and (2) How to attract men.

Yes, I could raise these issues in response to the question asked by Susie Walker, of North Augusta, S.C., regarding the man who was asking where the spatula was. I could even ask WHY this particular man might be looking for the spatula. Could it be that he needs a spatula to kill a spider, because, while he was innocently watching basketball and minding his own business, a member of another major gender -- a gender that refuses to personally kill spiders but wants them all dead -- DEMANDED that he kill the spider, which nine times out of 10 turns out to be a male spider that was minding its own business? Do you realize how many men arrive in hospital emergency rooms every year, sometimes still gripping their spatulas, suffering from painful spider-inflicted injuries? I don't have the exact statistics right here, but I bet they are chilling.

As I say, I could raise these issues and resort to the kind of negativity indulged in by Susie Walker, of North Augusta, S.C. But I choose not to. I choose, instead, to address her question seriously, in hopes that, by improving the communication between the genders, all human beings -- both men and women, together -- will come to a better understanding of how dense women can be sometimes.

I say this because there is an excellent reason why a man would open the spatula drawer and, without looking for the spatula, ask where the spatula is: The man does not have TIME to look for the spatula. Why? Because HE IS BUSY THINKING. Men are ALMOST ALWAYS thinking. When you look at a man who appears to be merely scratching himself, rest assured that inside his head, his brain is humming like a high-powered computer, processing millions of pieces of information and producing important insights such as, ``This feels good!''

We should be grateful that men think so much, because over the years they have thought up countless inventions that have made life better for all people, everywhere. The shot clock in basketball is one example. Another one is underwear-eating bacteria. I found out about this thanks to the many alert readers who sent me an article from ''New Scientist'' magazine stating that Russian scientists -- and you KNOW these are guy scientists -- are trying to solve the problem of waste disposal aboard spacecraft, by 'designing a cocktail of bacteria to digest astronauts' cotton and paper underpants.'' Is that great, or what? I am picturing a utopian future wherein, when a man's briefs get dirty, they will simply dissolve from his body, thereby freeing him from the chore of dealing with his soiled underwear via the labor-intensive, time-consuming method he now uses, namely, dropping them on the floor.

I'm not saying that guys have solved all the world's problems. I'm just saying that there ARE solutions out there, and if, instead of harping endlessly about spatulas, we allow guys to use their mental talents to look for these solutions, in time, they will find them. Unless they are in the refrigerator.

Three Methods of Persuasion and Argument
1. Logos (which comes from the Greek word “logos”) means: _______________________

2. Thus, Logos is an appeal to one’s: _______________________________________

3. Logos corresponds with the topic of writing in that it is concerned with: __________________________________________________________________

4. Ethos (which comes from the Greek word “ethos”) refers to: __________________________

5. Thus ethos uses __________________________ to gain the audience’s trust.

6. Different types of ethos include: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Ethos corresponds with the writer in that it is concerned with: __________________________________________________________________

8. Pathos (which comes from the Greek word “pathos”) means: _________________________________

9. Thus, pathos intends to create an __________________________ within the audience.

10. Different types of pathos include:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Pathos corresponds with the audience in that it  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. In reality, writing is a mixture of __________________, ___________________, and _________________________

13. Aristotle was an advocate of which method?

a. Pathos

b. Ethos

c. Logos

d. All of the above

14. What did Aristotle think about pathos in writing?

a. That there was too much emphasis placed on the method

b. That writing can never contain too much pathos

c. That the audience disregards appeals to emotion

d. All of the above

15. Aristotle believe that establishing ethos with an audience requires an author to have:

a. Strong opinions

b. An expansive knowledge of the topic

c. A great haircut

d. All of the above
Directions:  Assume you have a driver’s license (even if you don’t yet). Write four separate arguments to your parent/guardians explaining why they should let you borrow the car this weekend. The first argument should use logos.  The second argument should use ethos.  The third argument should use pathos.  The fourth argument, your best, should use logos, ethos, and pathos.  Each argument should be about two-three sentences long.  Remember to be as convincing as possible.
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Persuasive Techniques and the Rhetorical Triangle



Did you know that a few years ago, a group of Tennessee residents were trying to get a proposition on the ballot that would increase the driving age from sixteen to eighteen?  How do you feel about this?  For this assignment, write a persuasive business letter to this group trying to convince them NOT to push this proposition.  Make sure to use logos, ethos, and pathos.  
On a sheet of paper first brainstorm ideas to include in your body paragraphs; then, write ONE letter.  Use the guidelines on the back to assist you—it helps to remember formal business letter format, too!

Your Name
4201 East Knox Road

Phoenix, Arizona  85044

September 7, 2007

Sun City Representative

1 Made-up Address

Sun City, Arizona 85999

Dear Sun City Representative:

· Greetings

· Introduce yourself

· State your purpose

· Give your reasons (use logos), 
· Make the reader feel the way you want him/her to (use pathos), 
· Show that the reader can trust you (use ethos)

· End with a thank you

· Write short paragraphs, not one long paragraph—it’s easier to read

· Be as professional as you can

Respectfully,

Sally Sophomore

Sally Sophomore

Your Address 
Your City, State   Zip  

Date 




Mr. I. M. Elderly
3212 Old Folks Lane 
Sun City, Arizona  85999 

Dear Mr./Ms. Last Name: 

First Paragraph: 
Introduce yourself. Next, mention the reason you are writing the letter and state your position on the topic.
Middle Paragraphs: 
In this section list sound reasons using logos, pathos, and ethos to argue why the age limit for driving should not be changed. 

Give specifics on how the change will affect you and others. Explain a personal experience where the change would be detrimental to you/teens.  (Use several shorter paragraphs rather than one large block of text. (You may want to break up paragraphs by the persuasive technique, i. e. 1 paragraph for logos, 1 for pathos, 1 for ethos.) Keep paragraphs short and to the point; your letter must be less than one page—no one wants to read a lengthy letter.
Final Paragraph: 
Conclude your letter by thanking the reader  for his/her consideration/time. Let them know the best way to reach you (email, cell, etc.) and ask them to reconsider their position.
Respectfully yours, 


Handwritten Signature (blue or black ink)

__________________________________ 

Typed Signature 

The Cajoled Consumer
Good advertising gets the attention of the consumer through positive treatment of the product, showing the advantages, creating a need for the product, persuading the people to buy the product and asking for action.

Many ads are designed to appeal to different segments of our society.  They must target certain types of consumers to be most effective.  Examine ads in newspapers and magazines.  Pick one group from below then locate one ad that is designed to appeal primarily to that group.

Choose ONE of the following:


Men 


Women


Children


Teenagers


Senior citizens


People with high incomes


People interested in theater


Star struck people

Clip this ad out of the magazine or newspaper and mount it on a sheet of unlined paper with glue or tape.  Label which group it appeals to.

Next, find the one ad for each of the following types of persuasive appeals.  Mount these ads on sheets of unlined paper and label each ad.

One ad for each of the following:


Facts and statistics


Expert testimony

Hasty generalization

Name calling

Either/or

False cause and effect

Loaded words

Glittering generalities

Bandwagon appeal

Testimonials

Fear tactics

WHEN YOU ARE DONE WITH THESE RNS, YOU SHOULD HAVE 12 TOTAL ADS!

Persuasive Techniques
Choose the one persuasive technique from the list below that is being used in each of the following statements.  Then write that technique on the blank line before each statement.  You may use each type only once.

False cause/effect – falsely thinking that one thing leads to another

Circular reasoning—using different words that have the same meaning in an argument (talking is circles)

Hasty generalization—making an assumption about everyone/thing based on a little information

Testimonial—having a famous person or someone who has used a product endorse it—this person is NOT usually an expert on the product.

Bandwagon—doing something because everyone else is doing it.

Glittering generalities—using very positive words that become associated with something like company slogans.

Name calling—attacking the person/company and NOT the product he/she makes

Either/or—saying you only have two choices when, in fact, there are many others.

Loaded words—using very emotional words that make the audience feel something.

Facts/statistics—using numbers or words that can be proven true or false.

Expert testimony—using an expert in a field as part of a persuasive argument.

Fear tactics—believing something because you are afraid not to believe it—either knowing the truth is too scary, or you are scared by others into believing it.

____________________________________ 1. I’m sorry our poodle attacked you.  All poodles are vicious.

____________________________________ 2. Our pizza is tasty because it’s delicious.

____________________________________ 3. If you raise the speed limit, then there will be more

     accidents.

____________________________________ 4. For fun we can go fishing, or we can go to the mall.

____________________________________ 5. Students with good grades study, so I will too.

____________________________________ 6. Noted physician Clifford Goodman states that a daily

     vitamin supplement will help keep you healthy.

____________________________________ 7. Burger King is way better than Wendy’s.

____________________________________ 8. Chevy Trucks—Like a Rock!

____________________________________ 9. I admire Tiger Woods.  He advertises Nike sportswear, so I’m going to buy some.

____________________________________10. Vote for the dependable, clever, caring person.  Vote for Jan Mellow.

___________________________________ 11. Ninety-five percent of all automakers think cars should have air bags.

___________________________________ 12. You better buy the Sharper Image air purifier to clean out your dirty home and make you feel better.





Editorials and Letters to the Editor:

Directions:  Read the following editorial and the letter to the editor that appears after the editorial.  Then answer the questions on the back of this handout.  Make sure your answers are written in complete sentences and restate the questions in your answer.  Use at least one quotation from the letter to the editor as support for each of your answers.

PERSUASION

Title of Selection: 
“Expelled from School or From Life?” – Editorial


Author: 
Patricia Biggs



	Persuasion is an act of influencing the mind, emotions, and will of

Others in an effort to cause them to do or believe something.


Analysis Questions

	What is the author attempting to persuade the reader to believe?



	What appeals to logic does the selection contain, such as facts and statistics, reasons, or expert testimony?



	What emotional appeals does the selection contain, such as loaded words, bandwagon appeal, or testimonials?



	What fallacies does the selection contain, such as hasty generalizations, circular reasoning, either/or reasoning, or false cause and effect?



	How persuasive is the selection?




PERSUASION

Title of Selection: 
“Education a Privilege” – letter to editor



Author: 
May Bell



	Persuasion is an act of influencing the mind, emotions, and will of

Others in an effort to cause them to do or believe something.


Analysis Questions

	What is the author attempting to persuade the reader to believe?



	What appeals to logic does the selection contain, such as facts and statistics, reasons, or expert testimony?



	What emotional appeals does the selection contain, such as loaded words, bandwagon appeal, or testimonials?



	What fallacies does the selection contain, such as hasty generalizations, circular reasoning, either/or reasoning, or false cause and effect?



	How persuasive is the selection?




Your “Two-Cents”: Letter to the Editor Activity

Directions:  Using the “Expelled from school or from life?” editorial and the “Education a privilege” letter, write your own letter to the editor in response.  The letter should be no fewer than two paragraphs, but feel free to write more.  Remember to be persuasive and keep in mind the persuasive techniques we have addressed in class to craft your letter.



	
	

	
	


Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

Kerry Lengel
The Arizona Republic
Jul. 10, 2007 12:00 AM

Talk about your over-programmed teens.

In his fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, Harry Potter is in it right up to his lightning-bolt scar.

There's the new Defense Against Dark Arts Professor, for one, who has decreed that her students need not use any actual magic, despite the all-important Ordinary Wizarding Level exams coming at the end of the year. She also gets a kick out of having her detention students write their lines not in chalk, but in their own blood. 

Aside from classes and extracurriculars, it's hard enough to carve out a social life without the fear that Lord Voldemort is about to unleash a new reign of terror. But even that wouldn't be so bad if the Ministry of Magic and The Daily Prophet weren't denying that Harry witnessed the Dark Lord's return and insisting instead that the boy is deranged and possibly dangerous.

If that sounds like a lot to handle for the hero of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, the fifth installment in the Warner Bros. fantasy franchise, just think of the poor filmmakers, who have to pack nearly 900 pages of J.K. Rowling's megaselling prose into a two-hour and 18-minute movie.

For the most part, director David Yates (the fourth to lead this series) and writer Michael Goldenberg (also new this time out) have done yeoman's work in adapting the material. They have, of course, lopped off a half-dozen or so subplots; inevitably, some of the indispensable remainder feels a bit rushed and obligatory. 

Nonetheless, this movie feels less like a plot-point checklist than the last one did, and there's enough visual razzle-dazzle to entertain those who haven't read the book and might miss a twist here or a turn there.

Phoenix is the biggest challenge yet for 17-year-old star Daniel Radcliffe, playing a character who is no longer a cute little boy but a prickly teen with a chip on his shoulder. This aspect of his personality is developed efficiently in short bursts of temper, just as the filmmakers take time to show the growing bond between Harry and his godfather, Sirius Black (Gary Oldman). Harry's romance with Cho Chang, on the other hand, is dispensed with in three waves of a wand.

As the cast of characters continues to grow, there is less and less time to showcase the talents of fan favorites such as Robbie Coltrane (as the lovable giant, Hagrid) and Alan Rickman (the venomous Snape). On the other hand, we are treated to a deliciously vicious performance from Imelda Staunton as Professor Umbridge, whose girlish love of kittens and all things pink doesn't stop her from being as cruel as any villain Harry has to face. As the Ministry-installed teacher proceeds to take over at Hogwarts, Staunton makes it easy to root for the student rebellion.

Despite the numerous changes and elisions, there are a lot of little details plopped into the film to please fans of the books. The foul-tempered house-elf Kreacher is here, for example, even if his role in the plot has been removed. For more casual moviegoers, the pace might seem a bit slow at times, but director Yates more than makes up for it with the spectacular climax, in which Harry and his friends take on Voldemort's "Death Eaters." With masked wizards roaring through the air like demonic dust storms, the scene doesn't play out the way it does in the book, but it has the kind of creative effects that make you say wow.

Like every movie in this series except for the best one, Alfonso Cuaron's Prisoner of Azkaban, Order of thePhoenix doesn't quite establish its own identity as a film, rather than an adjunct to the book. But considering the scope of the challenge, it has enough magic to fill the screen.



	
	

	
	

	
	



300

Bill Muller
The Arizona Republic
Mar. 8, 2007 12:00 AM

Contrary to what you see onscreen, 300 doesn't refer to the number of decapitations in the movie. Given the number of noggins rolling around loose in this film, it certainly could. In creating the ultimate movie for sword-and-sandal blood-spatter fetishists, director Zack Snyder scores on the spectacle side - 300 looks amazing - but his mechanical story line and over-the-top melodramatics don't support the action.
             
For many, the movie's uberstylization, which resembles a cross between a comic book and a video game, will be enough. This is not a sober look at a historic battle but rather a passionate love affair with edged weapons. How many ways can you impale someone on a spear? 300 answers the question. 

The movie, based on a graphic novel by Frank Miller (Sin City), takes us back to the fifth century B.C. and the landmark Battle of Thermopylae, in which 300 Spartans held the line against a massive Persian force invading Greece. The Spartans made their stand in a narrow pass, where the Persians could not bring their superior numbers to bear, and simply outfought their adversaries.
             
Eventually, the Persians flanked the Spartans and wiped them out, but not before the battle became a universal symbol for valor. (The battle also was re-created in the 1962 film, The 300 Spartans, starring Richard Egan as King Leonidas).
             
In 300, Gerard Butler stars as Leonidas, who wants to march his army against the Persians but is blocked by the kingdom's hideous wise men, who say it's the wrong time of year. To circumvent the ruling, the king puts together a force of 300, calling it his personal guard.
             
To cast the Spartans, the producers must have emptied all of the health clubs in Hollywood. Every one of these guys has washboard abs, and, though they're supposed to be Greeks, there's not a single chest hair in the bunch. I guess the manly Spartans weren't above the occasional wax job.
            

The Spartans are joined by other Greeks, who clearly aren't as rough and tough, but they'll do for arrow fodder. The movie doesn't make it clear how many extra men went along, but it was mostly the Spartans left at the end.
             
The Spartans arrive at the battlefield, where Leonidas is confronted by a grotesque hunchback, who, claiming he's been trained as a Spartan soldier, wants to join the ranks. The king rejects the misshapen warrior, proving once again that the Greeks don't want no freaks.
             
Gazing about the Persian camp, which stretches for miles, the Spartans prepare for battle. Piercing-loving Persian King Xerxes (Rodrigo Santoro) sends his lesser troops into the battle first, and the Spartans hardly break a sweat mowing them down.
             
Learning his lesson, Xerxes orders in his "immortals," fierce warriors with silver masks. Underneath, some look like hideous orc-like creatures, giving 300 a Lord of the Rings look, but with more visits to the tanning salon.
            
 Yes, in the Miller version of the fifth century B.C., there are quite a few mutants and other unworldly creatures running around. The movie features the standard scene in which the Persians cut loose their most freakish warrior, who ends up facing the Spartan king one-on-one. Gee, I wonder what happens?
             
Though the action is fierce, there's hardly any story, as the Spartans endure wave after wave of attacks. There's a subplot back at home involving the queen (Lena Headey) and a treacherous politician (Dominic West), but that seems like an outtake from the HBO series Rome. 
             
Just in case we don't divine the point, the movie ends with a long speech about Spartan valor. Apparently, the key to victory is keeping your head while those about you are losing theirs. 
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Brokeback Mountain

Bill Muller
The Arizona Republic
Dec. 16, 2005 12:00 AM

There's no contest. Brokeback Mountain is the most poignant movie love story of the year.

Director Ang Lee handles this romance between two 1960s cowboys with such tenderness that it's almost inconsequential that both participants are men. Based on Annie Proulx's New Yorker short story and adapted for the screen by Larry McMurtry (Lonesome Dove), Brokeback Mountain delves into the rawest emotions of relationships - pain, longing and loss - striking very close to the heart.

The movie marks a stellar, 180-degree redemption for Asian auteur Ang Lee, who almost retired after the splashy, expensive flop that was Hulk (2003). (Which is amazing, considering Lee's Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon won an Oscar two years earlier.) 
Lee (The Ice Storm, Ride With the Devil) absolutely was the wrong director for Hulk, but he absolutely was the right director for Brokeback Mountain. His ability to identify the intangible qualities of affection is unmatched in Hollywood.

Of course, a gay relationship in the '60s West was a serious matter considering the dangers, which are graphically illustrated in the film. Gay men were not only shunned but sometimes killed, as we learn from Ennis Del Mar (Heath Ledger), who tells his lover Jack Twist (Jake Gyllenhaal) about an incident he witnessed in childhood.

The men are strangers when they're hired by rancher Joe Aguirre (Randy Quaid) to keep watch on sheep atop Brokeback Mountain in Wyoming, where the flock is being decimated by coyotes. Alone in the wilderness, the pair succumb to the attraction between them, and part of the affair is witnessed by Aguirre, who says nothing but vows never to hire the two again.

In telling the story, Lee breaks the unfair Hollywood taboo about showing gay sexual relationships between men (far less fuss is made over lesbian sex in films).

The love scenes in Brokeback Mountain are handled with sensitivity and care, and Lee is intelligent and sophisticated enough to have realized the film wouldn't succeed without them.

Both Ledger (The Brothers Grimm, A Knight's Tale) and Gyllenhaal (Jarhead, Donnie Darko) give gutsy, unselfish performances, but Ledger, whose character serves as the film's center, stands above the rest. His work in Brokeback Mountain, playing a simple man who's equal parts toughness and vulnerability, will almost certainly put Ledger on the short list for an Oscar. 

Because it's about a gay love affair, Brokeback Mountain will draw criticism from the usual bigoted corners, which is a shame, because the film is more a human story than one about sexual preference. The relationship between Jack and Ennis is more complicated than most, but it's just as gut-wrenching as any unfulfilled love between a man and a woman.

After their brief affair, Ennis and Jack go their separate ways. Jack, a rodeo rider, marries Lureen (Anne Hathaway), the rich daughter of a Texas farm-equipment magnate, while Ennis marries Alma (Michelle Williams), a plain woman who works in a small-town grocery store.

The men eventually are reunited and start to see each other occasionally, during fishing trips in the wild. Jack wants them to be together permanently, but Ennis considers that a pipe dream. The roiling tension surfaces during the film's most realistic dialogue, as a frustrated Jack laments to Ennis, "all we've got is Brokeback Mountain."

Lee's ability to inspire great performances remains intact. Williams (The Station Agent) is dazzling as Alma, who has trouble coming to grips with her husband's affections for Jack. Hathaway, known for The Princess Diaries movies, gives a transformative portrayal that will have directors knocking on her door for years to come.

Given the quality of Brokeback Mountain, Lee should experience much the same thing.

Directions:  After reading the movie review on Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, evaluate the author’s use of persuasion. Read the following questions and select the best answer.

1.  Which quotes below let the reader know that the writer enjoyed the film? 


a. “… there is a lot of detail plopped into the film to please fans…”


b. “… it has enough magic to fill the screen”.


c. “…Phoenix doesn’t quite establish its own identity as a film…”


d. “…Staunton makes it easy to root for the student rebellion”.

2.  Words such as loveable, spectacular, vicious and venomous are examples of:


a. fear tactics


b. glittering generalities


c. facts and statistics


d. loaded words

3.  Using context clues, what would a synonym for the word “deranged” be in the third

      paragraph be?

a. misplaced

b. stupid

c. crazy

d. handsome

4.  The use of “deliciously vicious” in paragraph seven is an excellent example of 

      which writing trait?

a. word choice

b. voice

c. fluency

d. poetry

5.  Which persuasive technique does the author use to get the reader interested in the 

      film?

a. pathos

b. ethos

c. logos

6.  In the fifth paragraph, the author uses a glittering generality. Write it below.

_________________________________________________________________

7.  The author tries to persuade the reader that the Phoenix is a good movie by using reasoning stating it has a 

“spectacular climax” and “creative effects that make you say wow”. These are examples of: ____________________ because it is listing reasons, and _________________________ because of the “feel good” wording.

8.  In paragraph 8, the words “demonic dust storms” is and example of which literary device?


a.  alliteration



c.  assonance


b. symbolism



d.  poetry

After reading the movie review on 300, evaluate the author’s use of persuasion. Read the following questions and select the best answer.

1.  Which of the following sentences indicates that the critic did not enjoy the film?


a. “…there are quite a few mutants and other unworldly creatures running around”.


b. “Contrary to what you see onscreen, 300 doesn’t refer to the number of decapitations…”


c. “Apparently, the key to victory is keeping your head … “


d. “In creating the ultimate movie … Director Zack Snyder scores on the spectacle side … “

2.  Without using a dictionary, use context clues to determine what you think the word 

      “melodramatic” means in the first paragraph. Write your definition here:

________________________________________________________________________

3. Now look melodrama up in the dictionary and write its part of speech and definition below:

Part of speech:_________________________________       

Definition:_______________________________________________________________

Name of source:__________________________________________________________________

4.  According to the writer, the movies’ weakness is in the


a. plot


b. acting


c. sensationalism


d. all of the above


e. none of the above

5. The use of words such as blood-spatter, decapitate, and impale, are example of which persuasive

     technique?

a. Logos

b. Ethos

c. Pathos

6. The persuasive words above are called_______________________ _______________________

7.  The writer uses Logos throughout the review to persuade the audience that 

      300 is not a great movie to see by using


a. fear tactics; too much blood and gore


b. reasoning; he supports his opinion with reasons


c. expert testimony; he lists several successful movies


d. glittering generalities; he uses positive words such as valor 

8.  What would you consider the tone of the review to be?


a. neutral


c.  positive


b. sarcastic


d.  sad

After reading the movie review on Brokeback Mountain, evaluate the author’s use of persuasion. Read the following questions and select the best answer.

1.  Which of the following sentences indicates that the critic definitely enjoyed the film?


a.   “There is no contest.”


b.    “Lee's ability to inspire great performances remains intact.”


c.    “The love scenes in Brokeback Mountain are handled with sensitivity and 


        care….”             


d.   “Lee breaks the unfair Hollywood taboo about showing gay sexual 


         relationships between men….”

2.  Looking at you answer above, what form of persuasion does the writer use in this sentence?


a.   logos; either/or


b.   pathos; bandwagon appeal


c.   ethos;  expert testimony


d.   a combination of two or more

3.  The writer mentions positive elements in this film. These elements include: (circle all

     that apply)

a. The acting

b. The directing

c. The plot

d. The scenery

4.  Looking at your answer above, what form of persuasion does the writer use when discussing positive elements in the film?


a.   logos


b.   ethos


c.   pathos


d.   a combination of all three methods

5.  Which of the following best describes the meaning of the word “poignant” in the first paragraph? (Look it up in a dictionary)


a.   pregnant


b.   deeply felt


c.    badly designed


d.   dull
6.  Use of the word poignant appeals to which persuasive technique?


a.   logos


b.   ethos


c.   pathos


d.   pathos and ethos

7.  Using context clues, examine this sentence and define the word decimated.


“…where the flock is being decimated by coyotes.”

a. cared for

b. chased

c. destroyed

d. scattered

8.   “Brokeback Mountain will draw criticism from the usual bigoted corners,…” is an 

        example of which type of faulty logic? (Choose carefully, it’s tricky)

a. Hasty generalization

b. Curricular reasoning

c. Name calling

d. False cause and effect
9.   The use of the word “bigoted” and “shame” are examples of which Pathos technique:


a.   fear tactics


b.   loaded words


c.   band wagon appeal


d.   glittering generalities

10.  By mentioning the director’s successful films of the past, like “Crouching Tiger, 

       Hidden Dragon won an Oscar two years earlier” is an example of ___________

       by establishing the _____________________________________ of the director.

11.  Words that the critic uses such as “inspires” and “dazzling” in the last paragraph are

       examples of which Pathos technique?

a. Bandwagon appeal

b. Glittering generalities

c. Loaded words

d. None of the above  

“The Lowest Animal” by Mark Twain 


I have been studying the traits and dispositions of the lower animals (so- 

called), and contrasting them with the traits and dispositions of man. I find the 

result humiliating to me. For it obliges me to renounce my allegiance to the 

Darwinian theory of the Ascent of Man from the Lower Animals; since it now 

seems plain to me that the theory ought to be vacated in favor of a new and truer 

one, this new and truer one to be named the Descent of Man from the Higher 

Animals. 

In proceeding toward this unpleasant conclusion I have not guessed or 

speculated or conjectured, but have used what is commonly called the scientific 

method. That is to say, I have subjected every postulate that presented itself to 

the crucial test of actual experiment, and have adopted it or rejected it according 

to the result. Thus I verified and established each step of my course in its turn 

before advancing to the next. These experiments were made in the London 

Zoological Gardens, and covered many months of painstaking and fatiguing 

work. 

Before particularizing any of the experiments, I wish to state one or two things 

which seem to more properly belong in this place than further along. This, in the 

interest of clearness. The massed experiments established to my satisfaction 

certain generalizations, to wit: 

1. That the human race is of one distinct species. It exhibits slight variations (in 

color, stature, mental caliber, and so on) due to climate, environment, and so 

forth; but it is a species by itself, and not to be confounded with any other. 

2. That the quadrupeds are a distinct family, also. This family exhibits variations 

(in color, size, food preferences, and so on; but it is a family by itself). 

3. That the other families (the birds, the fishes, the insects, the reptiles, etc.) are 

more or less distinct, also. They are in the procession. They are links in the 

chain which stretches down from the higher animals to man at the bottom. 

Some of my experiments were quite curious. In the course of my reading I had 

come across a case where, many years ago, some hunters on our Great Plains 

organized a buffalo hunt for the entertainment of an English earl. They had 

charming sport. They killed seventy-two of those great animals; and ate part of 

one of them and left the seventy-one to rot. In order to determine the difference 

between an anaconda and an earl (if any) I caused seven young calves to be 

turned into the anacondas cage. The grateful reptile immediately crushed one of 

them and swallowed it, then lay back satisfied. It showed no further interest in the 

calves, and no disposition to harm them. I tried this experiment with other 

anacondas; always with the same result. The fact stood proven that the 

difference between an earl and an anaconda is that the earl is cruel and the 

anaconda isn’t; and that the earl wantonly destroys what he has no use for, but 

the anaconda doesn’t. This seemed to suggest that the anaconda was not 

descended from the earl. It also seemed to suggest that the earl was descended 

from the anaconda, and had lost a good deal in the transition. 


I was aware that many men who have accumulated more millions of money 

than they can ever use have shown a rabid hunger for more, and have not 

scrupled to cheat the ignorant and the helpless out of their poor servings in order 

to partially appease that appetite. I furnished a hundred different kinds of wild 

and tame animals the opportunity to accumulate vast stores of food, but none of 

them would do it. The squirrels and bees and certain birds made accumulations, 

but stopped when they had gathered a winter s supply, and could not be 

persuaded to add to it either honestly or by chicane. In order to bolster up a 

tottering reputation the ant pretended to store up supplies, but I was not de-

ceived. I know the ant. These experiments convinced me that there is this 

difference between man and the higher animals: he is avaricious and miserly; 

they are not. 

In the course of my experiments I convinced myself that among the animals 

man is the only one that harbors insults and injuries, broods over them, waits till 

a chance offers, then takes revenge. The passion of revenge is unknown to the 

higher animals. 

Roosters keep harems, but it is by consent of their concubines; therefore no 

wrong is done. Men keep harems but it is by brute force, privileged by atrocious 

laws which the other sex were allowed no hand in making. In this matter man 

occupies a far lower place than the rooster. 

Cats are loose in their morals, but not consciously so. Man, in his descent 

from the cat, has brought the cats looseness with him but has left the 

unconsciousness behind (the saving grace which excuses the cat). The cat is 

innocent, man is not. 

Indecency, vulgarity, obscenity (these are strictly confined to man); he invented 

them. Among the higher animals there is no trace of them. They hide nothing; 

they are not ashamed. Man, with his soiled mind, covers himself. He will not even 

enter a drawing room with his breast and back naked, so alive are he and his 

mates to indecent suggestion. Man is The Animal that Laughs. But so does the 

monkey, as Mr. Darwin pointed out; and so does the Australian bird that is called 

the laughing jackass. No! Man is the Animal that Blushes. He is the only one that 

does it or has occasion to. 

At the head of this article we see how three monks were burnt to death 

a few days ago, and a prior put to death with atrocious cruelty. Do we inquire into 

the details? No; or we should find out that the prior was subjected to unprintable 

mutilations. Man (when he is a North American Indian) gouges out his prisoners 

eyes; when he is King John, with a nephew to render untroublesome, he uses a 

red-hot iron; when he is a religious zealot dealing with heretics in the Middle 

Ages, he skins his captive alive and scatters salt on his back; in the first Richards 

time he shuts up a multitude of Jew families in a tower and sets fire to it; in 

Columbus’s time he captures a family of Spanish Jews and… (but that is not 

Printable); in our day in England a man is fined ten shillings for beating his mother 

nearly to death with a chair, and another man is fined forty shillings for having 

four pheasant eggs in his possession without being able to satisfactorily explain 

how he got them). Of all the animals, man is the only one that is cruel. He is the 

only one that inflicts pain for the pleasure of doing it. It is a trait that is not known 

to the higher animals. The cat plays with the frightened mouse; but she has this 

excuse, that she does not know that the mouse is suffering. The cat is moderate 

(inhumanly moderate: she only scares the mouse, she does not hurt it; she 

doesn’t dig out its eyes, or tear off its skin, or drive splinters under its nails) man-

fashion; when she is done playing with it she makes a sudden meal of it and puts 

it out of its trouble. Man is the Cruel Animal. He is alone in that distinction. 

The higher animals engage in individual fights, but never in organized 

masses. Man is the only animal that deals in that atrocity of atrocities, War. He is 

the only one that gathers his brethren about him and goes forth in cold blood and 

with calm pulse to exterminate his kind. He is the only animal that for sordid 

wages will march out, as the Hessians did in our Revolution, and as the boyish 

Prince Napoleon did in the Zulu war, and help to slaughter strangers of his own 

species who have done him no harm and with whom he has no quarrel. 

Man is the only animal that robs his helpless fellow of his country takes 

possession of it and drives him out of it or destroys him. Man has done this in all 

the ages. There is not an acre of ground on the globe that is in possession of its 

rightful owner, or that has not been taken away from owner after owner, cycle 

after cycle, by force and bloodshed. 

Man is the only Slave. And he is the only animal who enslaves. He has 

always been a slave in one form or another, and has always held other slaves in 

bondage under him in one way or another. In our day he is always some mans 

slave for wages, and does that mans work; and this slave has other slaves under 

him for minor wages, and they do his work. The higher animals are the only ones 

who exclusively do their own work and provide their own living. 

Man is the only Patriot. He sets himself apart in his own country, under his 

own flag, and sneers at the other nations, and keeps multitudinous uniformed 

assassins on hand at heavy expense to grab slices of other peoples countries, 

and keep them from grabbing slices of his. And in the intervals between cam-

paigns, he washes the blood off his hands and works for the universal 

brotherhood of man, with his mouth. 

Man is the Religious Animal. He is the only Religious Animal. He is the only 

animal that has the True Religion, several of them. He is the only animal that 

loves his neighbor as himself, and cuts his throat if his theology isn’t straight. He 

has made a graveyard of the globe in trying his honest best to smooth his 

brothers path to happiness and heaven. He was at it in the time of the Caesars, 

he was at it in Mahomet’s time, he was at it in the time of the Inquisition, he was 

at it in France a couple of centuries, he was at it in England in Mary’s day, he has 

been at it ever since he first saw the light, he is at it today in Crete (as per the 

telegrams quoted above) he will be at it somewhere else tomorrow. The higher 

animals have no religion. And we are told that they are going to be left out, in the 

Hereafter. I wonder why? It seems questionable taste. 

Man is the Reasoning Animal. Such is the claim. I think it is open to dispute. 

Indeed, my experiments have proven to me that he is the Unreasoning Animal. 

Note his history, as sketched above. It seems plain to me that whatever he is he 

is not a reasoning animal. His record is the fantastic record of a maniac. I 

consider that the strongest count against his intelligence is the fact that with that 

record back of him he blandly sets himself up as the head animal of the lot: 

whereas by his own standards he is the bottom one. 

In truth, man is incurably foolish. Simple things which the other animals easily 

learn, he is incapable of learning. Among my experiments was this. In an hour I 

taught a cat and a dog to be friends. I put them in a cage. In another hour I 

taught them to be friends with a rabbit. In the course of two days I was able to 

add a fox, a goose, a squirrel and some doves. Finally a monkey. They lived 

together in peace; even affectionately. 

Next, in another cage I confined an Irish Catholic from Tipperary, and as soon as 

he seemed tame I added a Scotch Presbyterian from Aberdeen. Next a Turk 

from Constantinople; a Greek Christian from Crete; an Armenian; a Methodist 

from the wilds of Arkansas; a Buddhist from China; a Brahman from Benares. 

Finally, a Salvation Army Colonel from Wapping. Then I stayed away two whole 

days. When I came back to note results, the cage of Higher Animals was all right, 

but in the other there was but a chaos of gory odds and ends of turbans and 

fezzes and plaids and bones and flesh, not a specimen left alive. These 

Reasoning Animals had disagreed on a theological detail and carried the matter 

to a Higher Court. 

One is obliged to concede that in true loftiness of character, Man cannot claim to 

approach even the meanest of the Higher Animals. It is plain that he is 

constitutionally incapable of approaching that altitude; that he is constitutionally 

afflicted with a Defect which must make such approach forever impossible, for it 

is manifest that this defect is permanent in him, indestructible, ineradicable. 

I find this Defect to be the Moral Sense. He is the only animal that has it. It is the 

secret of his degradation. It is the quality which enables him to do wrong. It has 

no other office. It is in capable of performing any other function. It could never 

hate been intended to perform any other. Without it, man could do no wrong. He 

would rise at once to the level of the Higher Animals. 

Since the Moral Sense has but the one office, the one capacity (to enable man to 

do wrong) it is plainly without value to him. It is as valueless to him as is disease. 

In fact, it manifestly is a disease. Rabies is bad, but it is not so bad as this 

disease. Rabies enables a man to do a thing, which he could not do when in a 

healthy state: kill his neighbor with a poisonous bite. NC) one is the better man 

for having rabies: The Moral Sense enables a man to do wrong. It enables him to 

do wrong in a thousand ways. Rabies is an innocent disease, compared to the 

Moral Sense. No one, then, can be the better man for having the Moral Sense. 

What now, do we find the Primal Curse to have been? Plainly what it was in the 

beginning: the infliction upon man of the Moral Sense; the ability to distinguish 

good from evil; and with it, necessarily, the ability to do evil; for there can be no 

evil act without the presence of consciousness of it in the doer of it. 

And so I find that we have descended and degenerated, from some far 

ancestor (some microscopic atom wandering at its pleasure between the mighty 

horizons of a drop of water perchance) insect by insect, animal by animal, reptile 

by reptile, down the long highway of smirch less innocence, till we have reached 

the bottom stage of development (namable as the Human Being). Below us, 

nothing. 

Literary Terms to know for “The Lowest Animal”
Show examples of each of the following and explain. 

1. Satire:

2. Allusion:

3. Metaphor:

4. Simile:

5. Personification:

6. Tone:

7. Hyperbole (exaggeration):

8. Irony:
1. “I have subjected every postulate that presented itself to the crucial test of actual experiments and have adopted it or rejected it according to the result” (16)

This line appeals to the audience’s”

a. emotion

b. logic

c. credibility

d. all of the above

2. “Of all the animals, man is the only one that is cruel” (17)

The type of persuasive technique that best describe this quotation is:

a. glittering generality

b. testimonial

c. false cause and effect

d. hasty generalization

3. “Indecency, vulgarity, obscenity—these are strictly confined to man; he invented them” (17)

This quote attempts to:

a. appeal to the audience’s emotions by making them feel ashamed.

b. Dehumanize men by placing them lower than animals.

c. Draw a line of distinction between animal behavior and the behavior of humans.

d. All of the above.

4. “In proceeding over toward this unpleasant conclusion, I have not guessed or speculated or conjectured, but have used what is commonly called the scientific method” (15)

By this line, Twain intends to:

a. impress the audience with big words

b. establish his work’s credibility with his audience.

c. Appeal to the audience’s emotions.

d. None of the above.

5. “And in the intervals between campaigns, he washes the blood off his hands and works for ‘the universal brotherhood of man’—with his hands” (17-18)

The literary device found in this quotation is:

a. personification

b. simile

c. irony

d. metaphor

6. Satire can be best described as:

a. A serious and somber tone in a work

b. A scientific and logical method of argumentation

c. A humorous critique of a topic

d. A vicious editorial

7. Which of these quotations includes circular reasoning:

a. “That the human race is of one distinct species.  It exhibits slight variations…but is a species by itself and not to be confused with any other” 

b. “I have been studying the traits and dispositions of the ‘lower animals’ (so-called) and contrasting them with the traits and dispositions of man.”

c. “I was aware that many men who have accumulated more millions of money than they can ever use have shown a rabid hunger for more…”

d. none of the above

8. “[Man] is the only one that gathers his brethren about him and gone forth in cold blood and with calm pulse to exterminate his kind”

In this sentence of loaded words, Twain is most likely trying to convey:

a. that men are not like animals at all

b. that men are able to kill others without second thought or remorse

c. that men only kill bad people

d. that men only kill animals

9. “He is the only animal that loves his neighbor as himself, and cuts his throat if his theology isn’t straight”

Using irony in this quote, Twain critiques:

a. humans that believe their set of beliefs is the only set.

b. Humans who are violent against those of differing beliefs.

c. Humans who kill in the name of religion.

d. All of the above.

10. Overall, which of these terms adequately describes the tone of Twain’s essay?

a. Hostile

b. Mocking

c. Pitying

d. Nonchalant

11. Write a paragraph summary of this work.
12. Write a paragraph Paraphrase this work.

13. Write a two paragraph critique of this work.

Example:


You want to stay out


past your curfew of 


eleven o’clock.





Persuasive techniques to know:


Facts and statistics		Expert testimony		Hasty generalization


Name calling			Either/or			False cause and effect


Circular reasoning		Loaded words			Glittering generalities


Testimonials			Bandwagon appeal		Fear tactics





Logos:  Appeals to logic and reason


A logical persuasive argument is built on an opinion supported by reason and evidence


Reasons tell why everyone should accept an opinion as true.


Evidence should support, or back up, an author’s reasons.


Examples of evidence


Facts and statistics--Researched evidence gives credibility to the author’s reasons because they are difficult to argue.


Expert testimony  - Statements made by experts in the filed are very convincing.


Logical fallacies are statements that sound logical and factual, but are not.


Examples of logical fallacies:


Hasty generalization—Generalizations occur when the author comes to a conclusion on the basis of insufficient evidence.


Name calling—This occurs when the author attacks the person holding a view, rather than the view itself.


Either/or—The author’s describes a situation as having only two choices when there are actually more.


False cause and effect—The author asserts that because Event B followed Event A, A caused B


Circular reasoning—The author’s argument appears to lead to a conclusion, bur merely restates point.





Pathos:  Appeals to audience’s emotion


Loaded words—Words carefully selected to elicit a response from the audience.


Glittering generalities—A type of loaded words so positive that they ‘glitter’ and make you feel good—like company slogans.


Testimonials—These are comments by famous person or someone who has used a product or idea to endorse it—not an expert.


Bandwagon appeal—This is the “Don’t miss out” or “Don’t be the last person to have one” appeal often used by advertisers and authors.


Fear tactics—When a person believes something because he/she is afraid NOT to believe it—either knowing the truth is too scary, or the person is cared by others into believing it.





Ethos: Author’s character & ethics


Expert testimony—This can fall under both logos and ethos.  If the author of a work is an expert in the field, he/she is appealing not only to logic, but he/she is establishing credibility with the audience.
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   We spoke this week as I was calling around trying to find someone to assure me that kids who are expelled will not just disappear into the ether; that someone will keep track of them.


  Sandra Dowling, superintendent of Maricopa County Schools, says districts are at a disadvantage in handling such students.


  “Scottsdale, like many large districts, finds addressing alternative education a major challenge,” Dowling said. “In the meantime, the students suffer.”  


  The county runs alternative schools targeted for kids who don’t thrive in district schools.


  “In the past, Scottsdale hasn’t been receptive to providing for alternative education.  In the future, they’re going to have to deal with the situation, because it’s not going to get any better, “ Dowling said.


   “If those students want help, then we’ll make sure that they have that opportunity, as long as they’re willing to make a commitment to get their act together.”


  Board member Sandra Zapien-Ferrero intends to address the issue of alternative education plans at a January meeting.


   “I would think it would be in everyone’s best interest if we could develop a program,” said Zapien-Ferrero, a former director of an alternative program in the Isaac District.


   “Children learn in different ways; they’re going to do things at times that they don’t realize…could cost them from getting their education completed at their school.”


  Lest one mistake my concern for coddling, don’t.  In a world too full of recreational drugs, LSD has to rank among the worst.  Students thinking it’s cool to buy, sell, or use acid are at such a large risk that it truly frightens me.


   But let’s be pragmatic: Expelling these kids doesn’t get rid of them.  It just moves then around.  Worse, it places them at risk of remaining uneducated, which means they won’t have much hope of making a decent living.


  Unless, that is, they keep dealing.





Patricia Biggs at 8:35 a.m. Thursday on Radio Phoenix 1280 AM





Expelled from School or from Life?


Question: If you expel five high school students for dealing drugs, what will become of them?


  This is not a hypothetical question; I truly want to know.


  Last week, the board of Scottsdale Unified School District expelled five teens from Desert Mountain High School for selling hallucinogenic drugs on campus.  I guess that’s good for the district.  But what happens now?


   Scottsdale doesn’t appear to have the appropriate measures in place to help ensure that those teens won’t trip more quickly down the lousy path they’ve chosen.  The district’s alternative education setup for high-schoolers is practically nil—one small facility run by a charter school and a county run program at a Boys and Girls Club.


   Scottsdale board member Tom Carey believes that society has a responsibility to see that kids get the counseling and education they need.  But he says the board has no authority to impose requirements for counseling or treatment.


   “Now I’m faced with that dilemma,” he said, “We need to get the scourge out of our schools.  What do we do with them now?”


   What indeed?


   Those five kids—I guess you can no longer call them students—will have a hard time getting into any other regular district school.  Without a school to attend, how will they become educated?  How will they hang onto enough social ties to keep them from deciding that hallucinogenic drugs are the best way to spend all their time?


   Judy Crider, program manager for Scottsdale Prevention Institute, which runs a chemical-awareness program for Scottsdale schools, voiced mixed feelings.


   “There’s got to be consequences for those choices, with more than a slap on the hand, “ she said.  “But if you’re cutting them out of the process, you’re already putting them at greater risk for substance abuse.


   “There have to be educational opportunities for these kids.”





Education a Privilege


   As a parent of two students at Desert Mountain High School, I bristled at Patricia Biggs’ column (“Expelled From School or From Life,” Wednesday).  The Zero Tolerance policy in our school system is one that should not only be publicized but enforced.


  Consequences are a natural part of life, and selling or buying LSD at school comes, thankfully, with severe ones.  To my way of thinking, what happens to those expelled students now is purely and simply the responsibility of their families.  Education is a privilege.  If we have to worry about providing a “Plan B” as Ms. Biggs is suggesting, we are in essence continuing to hand out a solution to a generation that already tends to shirk accountability for its own actions.


   I truly sympathize with the students and their families, but I resent being asked to come up with a safety net.





                  -May Bell Scottsdale
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